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This event is for teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 

GCSE Business specification.

In this session, the facilitator will offer practical advice on 

strategies to help students effectively tackle 9-mark ‘Justify’ 

questions.

Welcome to this Professional Development Course
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• Introductions

• Structuring a response to a 9-mark question

• Advice on what to include in a conclusion

• Advice from the principal and chief examiners

• Common mistakes

• Example case study

• Example question

• Mark scheme

Agenda



Structuring a response to a 9-mark question

Give a balanced argument, simplest way:

Look at the pros and cons of one option

Most time efficient method

Easiest option

Three paragraph approach:

1. Advantage of the chosen option

2. Drawback of the chosen option

3. Sophisticated conclusion

Much more difficult approach:

• Advantage of option 1 and advantage of option 2

Do not use:

Advantage of option 1 and disadvantage of option 2



Advice on what to include in a conclusion

Sophisticated conclusion:

Which option is best and why – what’s the main reason in the context of the business.

Why is it better than the other option?

What might your decision depend on?



Principal Examiner’s advice



Chief Examiner’s advice



Common Mistakes

Inappropriate structure limits evaluation marks (makes it harder):

Advantage of option 1 and disadvantage of option 2

Advantage of option 1 and advantage of option 2

Inappropriate structure limits the analysis due to the amount of time it takes:

Advantage and disadvantage of option 1 as well as advantage and disadvantage of 

option 2

Lack of context

Miss out on application marks



Case Study & Question

In order to continue the growth in its sales, 

Greggs is considering two options:

Option 1: differentiate its product range

Option 2: lower its prices

(c) Justify which one of these two options 

Greggs should choose

(9)



The Mark Scheme
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

Business Studies

Email: teachingbusiness@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

(Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Colin Leith

Business and Economics

mailto:teachingbusiness@pearson.com
https://outlook.office365.com/book/SubjectAdvisorBusinessEconomicsEnterpriseEsports@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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